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4 i4 MICHIGAN LAW REVIEW 

Master and Servant — Liability for Servants Torts — Relation of Par- 
ties. — Defendant, a livery stable keeper, received an order from an under- 
taker to furnish a number of carriages; horses and drivers to attend funerals, 
and not having sufficient carriages of his own applied for an additional 
carriage to another livery stable keeper, who sent one of his drivers with 
orders to report to the defendant and take his orders. Defendant sent the 
driver to the undertaker who directed him where to go. Except as the 
driver was directed to go where defendant ordered, defendant had no control 
over him. Held, that the driver was not defendant's servant, and hence 
defendant was not liable for his negligence. Schmedes v. Deffaa, (1912) 
138 N. Y. Suppl. 931. 

The courts are in conflict upon the question of when a servant in the 
general employment of one person is, with respect to a particular transaction, 
the servant of another. In Pioneer Fireproof Construction Co, v. Hansen, 
176 111. 100, 52 N. E. 17, the rule is laid down that one cannot be held liable 
as master, under the doctrine of respondeat superior, who does not have 
power of discharging the party whose negligent act occasioned the injury. 
In Standard Oil Co. v. Anderson, 212 U. S. 215, the court says: "In many cases 
the power of substitution or discharge, the payment of wages, and other 
circumstances bearing upon the relation. are dwelled upon. They however 
are not ultimate facts, but only those more or less useful in determining whose 
is the work and whose is the power of control." According to the Illinois 
rule the decision in the principal case is undoubtedly correct. Under the test 
of whose business is being done, the decision is wrong; the business was 
that O'f the defendant, the general employer of the servant did not undertake 
to do any part of it or make it his own work. This second test, as to whose 
business was being done at the time, was applied in Parkhurst v. Swift, 31 
Ind. App. 521 ; Delaware Ry. Co. v. Hardy, 59 N. J. L. 35 ; Kimball v. Cush- 
man, 103 Mass. 194; Delory v. Blodgett, 185 Mass. 126. The work being 
done was that of the defendant, the driver was under his control except so 
far as the undertaker might direct the course of the journey, the general 
employer had not undertaken to do the work and the defendant should be 
liable if his work is negligently done by the agencies he has selected. 

Mortgages — Unrecorded, Superior to Lien op Judgment Creditor. — M 
mortgaged land to plaintiff S in October, 1910, but the mortgage was not 
recorded until Jan. 27, 1911. On Jan. 11, 1911, defendant bank secured a 
judgment against M and the same was duly docketed. The statute makes an 
unrecorded mortgage void as against a subsequent bona fide purchaser. On 
a foreclosure suit, Held, that defendant bank was not a "subsequent purchaser 
in good faith" and that plaintiff's lien was superior, though defendant's 
judgment was entered before plaintiff's mortgage was recorded. Sullivan v. 
Corn Exchange Bank (1912) 139 N. Y. S. 97- 

On this proposition there is a decided conflict of authority. In the follow- 
ing states it has been held that a judgment creditor has a lien on land of his 
debtor prior to that of an unrecorded, or improperly recorded, mortgage, or 
other unrecorded, or improperly recorded, alienation or assignment of the 



